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November 4, 2021 marked the 365th days memorial of the war on Tigray that was waged by the 
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed with his allies, the Eritrean government, Amhara forces and other 
foreign actors. I have been reflecting and sharing with y’all my frustrations and agony about the war 
while also working on research that helps to inform the health and humanitarian crisis of war (e.g. 
organizing a global health symposium in April, APHA presentation in October, several articles and 
interviews in local, national and international media).   
 
As someone who has been involved in global health research and follower of the situation in Ethiopia, it 
was clear to me in December 2020 that something very serious that could grow into a genocide was in 
the making. I have reflected that in my MUSC Catalyst interview.  The suffering of the people of Tigray 
continues to this day with complete siege which is killing people from starvation and lack of other basic 
health services. The humanitarian corridor is blocked intentionally. The war of genocide continues and 
my suffering and worries also continue to increase with each day passing.  
 
As member of the Tigray community, I am trying to use this 365-days memorial as an opportunity to 
appeal to the international community to uphold its responsibilities set out in international laws of 
protecting civilians from arbitrary detention, harm and death. My friends in the US including my 
congressional representatives are in a great position to help stop the ongoing genocidal war on Tigray.  
 
In an interview on NPR, Senator Menendez of New Jersey has unequivocally answered the question of 
what’s going on in Tigray be a genocide (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6wzwAi1YWE). The same 
affirmative conclusion, that the crimes committed are genocidal, was approved in the House of 
Representatives as Amendment 555 to the NDAA bill (authored by Rep Tom Malinowski and Rep Sara 
Jacobs).  It’s not long time ago that the world failed Rwanda and a genocide happened. The Tigray region 
of Ethiopia is not very far from Darfur of the Sudan where a genocide happened. How many times 
should the international community say, ‘never again’? 
 

“Indisputably, the most important truth that emerges from our investigation is that the Rwandan 
genocide could have been prevented by those in the international community who had the position and 

means to do so. But though they had the means, they lacked the will. 
The world failed Rwanda.” 

https://eritreahub.org/lessons-from-rwanda-dangers-of-an-ethiopian-genocide-increase-as-rebels-
threaten-addis 

The Tigray genocide is further perpetuated by mass detention of civilians in Addis Ababa and other 
Ethiopian cities as described in the NYT https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/17/world/africa/ethiopia-
tigrayan-detention.html.  It states that ‘an ethnically motivated detention campaign largely targeting 
Ethiopians of Tigrayan descent threatens to further unravel Africa’s second-most populous country a 
year into a civil war’. More reporting has been made on this by the Telegraph. 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2021/09/05/ethiopias-tigrayans-rounded-mutilated-
dismembered-civil-war/. 
 
Unfortunately, despite the availability of abundant facts reported by UN agencies, USAID, US State 
Department, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and international media such as CNN, NYT, 
Washington Post, The Guardian, etc. (see references list below), the war crimes and crimes against 
humanity are continuing to this day. However, there are no commensurate actions taken to stop this 
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horror that my family and the people of Tigray are going through. Hope this changes soon as the war 
escalates and is going closer to Addis Ababa. 
 
At this point, I believe that there shouldn’t be any single doubt within the minds of the international 
community as to what the Ethiopian and Eritrean governments intents are. It is to annihilate the people 
of Tigray in any way possible. The Ethiopian government conspired to commit a full-fledged crime of 
genocide in collaboration with allies from as far as UAE, Turkey, Iran, China and Russia. Some of these 
countries have also blocked UN Security Council (UNSC) action to stop the war and atrocities. 
 
As I write this, the government of Ethiopia is bombarding towns and villages, indiscriminately killing 
civilians. It is also indiscriminately arresting Tigrayan civilians who live in Addis Ababa and other 
Ethiopian cities. Kidnapping of Tigrayans from neighboring countries including Kenya and Mogadishu has 
also been reported recently. Millions are starving to death beyond the reach of humanitarian aid. Sadly, 
international journalists are repressed and intimidated not to document, investigate, and report the 
atrocities. The devastating impact on the victims, communities, and society can take generations to 
overcome and heal. In a nutshell, the conditions in Tigray today are desperate and catastrophic and 
require your prompt support and concrete actions to save the people of Tigray from extermination. As a 
result of these conditions, Ethiopia is also becoming a failed state which could cause regional instability. 
 
My appeal to you is to collectively or unilaterally help with the call for: 

1. Enforcement of effective measures that allow unfettered delivery of humanitarian aid to rescue 
the millions of children and civilians who are dying due to man-made starvation and 
malnourishment and due to lack of basic drugs and medical supplies, as well, and find ways and 
means to assist the return of displaced people to their homes.  

2. Imposition of a no-fly zone, an arms embargo, and other sanctions to stop Mr. Abiy’s desperate 
air bombardments of civilian targets.  

3. Taking unequivocal and practical steps to stop financing Mr. Abiy’s genocidal war project, 
directly or indirectly, as this, unquestionably, enables him to procure weapons and allow the 
genocidal war to continue aiming at wiping out the entire population of Tigray. 

4. Ordering, in no uncertain terms, the immediate withdrawal of Eritrean troops and hold 
offenders accountable for the crimes committed against the people of Tigray. 

5. Urging your congressional rep to vote for the H.Res 445 and get it passed through 
Congress. https://www.sjtethiopia.org/a-petition-calling-on-the-us-congress-to-fully-support-
resolution-445/ 

6. Urging your Senator to vote for a Senate Amendment to the NDAA that mirrors Amendment 
#555 in H.R. 4350 of the House, which charges members of the Atrocity Early Warning Task 
Force and the Secretary of State to promptly determine (within 60 Days of being enacted into 
law) if the atrocities in Tigray amount to crimes against humanity and 
genocide. https://www.sjtethiopia.org/petition-to-the-us-government-congress-and-senate-
call-atrocities-in-tigray-genocide/ 

7. Call UofSc to respect academic freedom and never cave in to noises from the Ethiopian Diaspora 
supporters of Abiy Ahmed Ali who is Prime Minster of Ethiopia and waging genocidal war on the 
people of Tigray. It was disappointing to see that the Walker Institute of UofSC cancelling an 
invited lecture by Dr. Kjetil Tronvoll who is Professor and Director of Peace and Conflict Studies 
in Bjorknes University College, Norway. 

In 1984 celebrities rallied the world to stop famine in Ethiopia through the ‘We are the World’ campaign 
and we have a situation that asks for such involvement from the professional community. End. 
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