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Disappearances in 1991

On 17 July 1991, barely seven weeks after liberation day, state security

*

arrested Mohammed Maranet and took him to an undisclosed
location, not to be heard from again. Thus began the plight of one

family in Keren for which the dark side of our post - .
) Disappeared
Independence reality unfolded much sooner than

for many of us. Nearly 30 years on, his children,

now grow n up men and women, and their bereaved mother, are still
waiting for answers.
Mohammed Maranet, born on the banks of Anseba river in a village

north of Ker en, was a teacher at

Mohammed Maranet ft
Teacher, judge. Abducted by

attached to the main mosque, from 1970 to 1985 . Thereafter, and up
to the day of his disappearance , he served as a judge (gadi) in Keren,
the Isaiasregime on Ghindae and Agordat.

17/07/1991  and sitill Maranet was not new to incarceration. In 1969, in his final year as a
missing student, he was arrested at the main bus station in Keren, moments
THE FIRST ERITREAN after receiving a letter from the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) secretly
PRISONER OF CONSCIENCE delivered to him. He was subsequently sentenced to 1 year in prison
AFTER INDEPENDENCE which he spent at wKarsheli O in A
Following his release, he continued his ELF work in the town and soon after became a key organizer of
ELFOs under ground Hewasonde agaie arestechin Beeemlieen1973 together with
scores of other members of ELFOs cl andestine cel
students). The arrested received varying prison sentences, the harshest of which was reserved for
Maranet, who was sentenced to 5 years in prison with hard labor. He was set free when the EPLF
entered Keren in July 1977, after serving three and a half years of his prison term.

Mohammed Maranet is one of thousands of |Ethduttanye ar
charges being brought against them. Their families do not know their whereabouts or whether they are

alive.
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transformed to the PFDJ, the regime currently ruling Eritrea, although many of its leading members are either in prig@n or ex



9 NJA G NJS I Qa 5 A &l LILIS|I2NIS |

The word 'historic' gets thrown around quite .

Disappeared
regularly. A speech that long-time political in 1991
prisoner Gen. Bitweded Abraha gave during his
brief release from prison in 1997, however, truly merits the distinction.
In a lucid language, he exposed his tyrannical and corrupt jailers. Yet,
he showed magnanimity and wisdom, calling for a conciliatory,
forward looking approach. Most importantly, he urged Eritreans to

confront the leadership's lawlessness and to stand up for the rule of
law.

He told his audience: "I'm only one individual. There are thousands of

prisoners in this country. Eritreans should raise their voices and ask for

Bitweded Abraha £ fA these citizens to be released or brought before a court of law." In one
veterano f Er i t r e a T paricularly powerful segment of his speech he articulated the q ualities
independence struggle, and of true leadership T one that values listening and consensus building;

army general. Jailed in Nov that strives to make more friends (and win over adversaries); one
1991 . Briefly released and which is prepared to admit mistakes and to apologize (unlike those
re-arrested in 1997. Still who are in the habit of admonishing and loo king down on the
behind bars. people, repeating the mantra: "we brought you independence and

"We oughtto fear the law you should listen to us"); one that provides political space for true

not individual human competition , listens to people's grievances and works to address them.
beings!" Not long after that speech, Bitwed ed was sent back to the dungeons.

Ahmed Adam Mohammed f fA community leader among the Hado in
Dankalia. Born in 1945 in Buuya, Dankalia (now Northern Red Sea region).
Arrested in February 1990 by the EPLF (which later became the Eritrean

government) along with scores of others, among them: Ali Mirah Saleh and

Ibrahim Ismail Biya. To this date, his whereabouts are unknown. Mr. Ahmed is
one of more than 200 people from Dankalia who have been impr isoned or
' made to disappear by the Eritrean regime of Isa ias Afwerki.

Others known to have disappeared in 199 1

Name Place of arrest / abduction
1. Musa Ibrahim Mahmoud Akele Guzai Former ELFvillage committee member
2. Osman Gebir Adam Sheikh Hrkok, Barka Former ELF village committee member

3. Adem Issa Hummed AbDahba Barka
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Disappearances in 1992

. AliHasan Ezuz

. Ibrahim Bakheet Malik Maibetot

. Abdurrahman Ali Amharai

. AbdulAleem M Ali Zer'om

. Ibrahim Jimi'e Hamid

. Moh Hamid Osman

. Moh Tahir Hamid Ukud

. Abubakr Moh Nour  Jemi'e

All teachers at Islamic schools (Ma'had) in
Keren. Arrested on 14 -4-1992 .

Whereabouts unknown to this date. (Part

0o ~NOoO Ol WDN PP

of a larger campaign

of arrests that included D'Sfappeared
in 1992

many more)

Woldemariam Babhlibi ¢ &idnapped by the Eritrean regime from

Kassala, Sudan, on22 April 1992 , together with his colleague
Teklebrhan Gebretsadick (Wedi Bashai) Both were Executive Committee
members of the Eritrean Liberation Front, ELFRC, an opposition group

calling for democratic change in Eritrea

Disappeared
in 1992

Teklebrhan Gebretsadick (Wedi Bashai) ¢ &«idnapped by the Eritrean
regime from Kassala, Sudan, on22 April 1992 , together with his
colleague Woldemariam Bahlibi. Both were Executive Committee

| members of the Eritrean Liberation Front, ELFRC, an opposition group

calling for democratic change in Eritrea .

Disappeared
in 1992
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Mohammed Ali Hasan . Teacher. Abducted by security agents of the

Eritrean regime on 14 -4-1992 in Keren. Still unaccounted for .

Disappeared
in 1992

Mohammed Nour Abdu ¢ {eacher at Islamic school, Keren. Arrested in
April 1992 . Never been charged or brought before a court of law . His
whereabouts unknown

Disappeared

in 1992

Mohammed -Ibrahim Osman Shedeli ¢ dmam of masjid in Mansoura,
Barka region. Abducted in 1992 from his home in Mansoura. Not heard from
since. At the time of his arrest, he was an elderly man in his 70s.

Disappeared
in 1992

Gebreleul Andetsion t fEritrean Liberation Front (ELF fighter and medic
(hakim). Fell captive to the EPLF(now the ruling party in Eritrea) when the latter
attacked ELF units in August 1989 . He was held prisoneruntil Er i t r e a C

Independence in 1991 and briefly released to house arrest. He was soon re-
arrested and never heard from since.

Gebreleul is described by fellow ELF veterans as highly intelligent and a caring
medic who was loved by all.

Others who are known to have disappeared in 1992 and 1993 include:

Name Place of arrest / abduction Year
1 Idris Abdalla Nashe Gullouj, Gash 1992
2. Ibrahim Osman Faraj Hemeddo - 1992

3. Ibrahim Haj Idris Ahmed Kassala, Sudan 1992
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Name Place of arrest / abduction Year
1. Yasin Mahmoud Fkak Briedaai Asmara Airport 1993
2. Osman Daid Keren 1993
3. Mohammed - Adam Hamid Kadmaai Habero, Anseba 1993
4. Mohammed Jabir Omer Gullouj, Gash 1993
5. Idris Mohammed Abdulgadir Biltoubyay, Barka 1993
6. Hummed Adem AbuFatma Haikota, Gash-Barka 1993
7. Abubakr Ali-Bakhit Sidi Ad Fagih, Gash-Barka 1993
8. Hamid Mohammed Idris Areeb Ad Fagih, Gash-Barka 1993
9. Mohammed Ibrahim Abdalla Mansoura, Barka 1993
10. Ibrahim Ejeilaai Agordat 1993
11. Adem Saleh Shinboub Duluk 1993

Disappearances in 1994

Idris Saeed Berih ¢ @bducted by the Eritrean authorities on 24
December 1994 . He was snatched from his three little kids and his wife

who was pregnant with their fourth child. To this day, his family does not
know his whereabouts or, indeed, whether he is still alive. Idris was born in

’ Halhal and had been a mathematics and English teacher
Disappeared
in 1994 for many years at Al Diyaa Islamic Institute (ma'had) in

Keren. At the time of his arrest , he was the director of that

institute.

Abdul'aziz Osman Neberai ¢ Abdulaziz was the only son of Mr. Osman
Neberai, a well-known community leader and sheikh in Keren , who had

stayed with the family in Eritrea . His brothers had either died in the struggle
for EritreaOs independence or have b

his fatherOs role, and was s
Disappeared . .
a small shop. He was also a father of six children. Arrested

by the Eritrean regime's secret police in December 1994

in Keren. Not heard from since .
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beliefs as
Jehovah's

Paulos Eyassu
and Negede Teklemariam

Witnesses.
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,Isaac Mogos ,

(left to

right) were 18 and 21 years old when
they were arrested on September

, after refusing to partake in

military service, part of their pacifist

Disappeared

in

1994

According to the Jehovah's Witnesses' Office of Public Information, there are currently 52 Jehovah's

Witnesses being held without trial in Eritrea. They were incarcerated at various points from 1994 to 2017.

NAME

’ AGE ' GENDER ' LOCATION

) TERM; RELEASE

l REASON

I Eyasu, Paulos 47 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 1994-09-17* Conscientious objection \
]' Mogos, Isaac | 44 ' Male Mai Sérwa Prison Arrestéd 1994-09-17* Conscientious objection |
Teklemariam, Negede | 45 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 1994-09-17" Conscientious objection \
| Abraha, Aron 45 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2001-05-09" Conscientious objection |
_Fessehaye, Mussie | 47 Male | Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2093-04-06’ Conscientious objection |

Tsegazeab, Ambakom 43 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2004-03-06" Conscientious objection
| Fissehaye, Bemnet 48 | Male hMal Serwa Prison ' Arrested 2005-02-09" Conscientious objectic;ﬁ

Ghebru, Henok 35 Male ] Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2005-01-24* j Conscientious objection

Kiros, Werede 63 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2005-05-04" Religious activity

Yonas, Yonatan 34 ‘ Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2005 11-12° Religlous actwnt; |
WFissehaye. Kibreab 41 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2005-12 27 Conscientious objection ‘
. Okba-gabr, Bereket Abraha 53 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2006-01-01" Conscientious objection |
? Fessehaye, Yosief 30 Male ‘ Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2006/10* | Conscientious objection ]
l Gebremeskel, Mogos 71 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2008-07-03" Unknown |
| Abraha, Bereket | 70 ' Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2008-07-08" Unknown |
}. Ashgedom, Ermias | 28 Male Mai Serwa Prison .Arrested72008-07~11' Unknown |
| Tesfamariam, Tareke |67 | Male ' Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2008-08-04° | Unknown |
| Habtezion, Tewoldemedhin | 60 Male | Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2008-08-09" | Unknown |
l Beyene Teferi >76—— Male ' Mai Serwa Prison  Arrested 2008-09-23" Unknown ‘?
] Beyene, Abraha 7 66 ﬂale ‘ Mat Serwa Prison 7Arrested 2008-10-23 : | Unknown ‘
\ Leghesse Tsehaye \ 78 Male Mal Serwa Prison Arrested 2008-12-23* Unknown \
J Tesfazghl Tsegjezeab 71 HiMéiér Mai Serwé?’n%&i | Arrésted 5668 12- 23 UnknoWﬁ il
| Tecle, Yoab |66 | Male | Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2009-04-23' | Unknown |
] T-segezab‘. Yoel | 43 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2008-08-26" Conscientious objection
Ghirmay, Samuel 36 | Male | Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2009- 03+ Conscientious objection |
e — .43 g v T T T T Rchguous mcctmg At R
Afework, Isaias 133 | Male ' Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2009-06-28* Religious meeting
:”'Milen Isaac e s MafSerwaPnson .: arese T IRehgmusmeetmg
E”SEId — 33Femaie e Arrested 2009 06 28* Relignousmeetmg
| Gebremmhaé'l”fégfaz{onmm . o éuMa|e : ey —— Py Uninown Rl b e
Woldemichael, Hagos . 65 | Male Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2012-04-21° Preaching at a funeral
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Ghebremariam, Araia 63 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2012-04-21" Preaching at a funeral
Berhe, Tsegabirhan 55 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2012-04-21" Preaching at a funeral
Meharizghi, Daniel | 41 Male Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2012-04-21* Preaching at a funeral

| Tesfamariam, Yosief 54 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2012-05" Conscientious objection

i Berhane, Ghebru 68 Male Mai Serwa Prison Arrested 2014-04- 14* Religious meeting

| Gebrehiwet, Tekle 62 | Male | Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2014-04-14* Religious meeting

i Tesfagabir, Thomas 36 Male | Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2014 04-27" Religious meeting

[ Estifanos, Mardocac 24 -Male M;_S;rmnson Arrested 2014 04-27‘ -Eél-i-glous meeting

| Tewolde, Mehari 36 | Male | Mai Serwa Prison  Arrested 2014-04-27° | Religious meeting

[ Gashazghi, Michael 26 Male | Mai Serwa Prison | Arrested 2014-04-27° | Religious meeting

Habtemichael Mekonen

died at age 77 in the Mai Serwa
Prison on March 6, 2018.

Habtemichael Tesfamariam

died at age 76 in the Mai Serwa
Prison on January 3, 2018.

They died in
prison or after
their release

Kahsai Mekonnen, who was
arrested in October 2008
when he was 76 years old, was
released from the Meitir Camp
a year later because of seri-
ous health probiems. He died
in 2013 as a result of the
conditions he endured while
imprisoned at such an ad-
vanced age. Because of the
treatment they received while
in custody, two other Wit-
nesses—Isehaye Tesfamariam
and Goitom Gebrekristos
—also died, on November 30,
2016, and December 29, 2014,

respectively, shortly after
their release from the Meitir
Camp.

Yohannes Haile

died at age 68 in the Meitir Camp
on August 16, 2012.

Misghina Gebretinsae

died at age 62 in the Meitir Camp
in July 2011.



