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Introduction

By HandgUlrich Stauffer, Afrikakomitee, Basel

20 years after the outbreake of war between Eritrea and Ethiopia, 18 years after the armistice and 16
years after thearbitrable2 dzZRIAY Sy G X Iy dzy F2NARSSY RS@St 21gvSy (i Lidz
y2 LIS OS¢ o . 20K O2stiad SuNdies for yeays.But fio#a$ Hopdl plei@is LI S

On July 9, 201&ritrea and Ethiopia announcedant declaration ofpeace

Both presidents Ahmed Abiy of Ethiopia and Isayas Afeworki of Eritrea share the will to overcome the

LI &G t NBAARSYy(G ' oAeqQa @raaArda G2 !'aYFENI | yR LINEB:
hundreds of thousands, in Addis even one million bflating people. The peace process has gained
momentum.

Quite a lot of problems still remain to be solved. But the important first steps have been done and
more will follow.

This documentation collects some recent articles to get a better understanditigse thrilling days

in June and July, days that changed the political map at the Horn of Africa. The documents have been
taken from news agencies and official newspapers. The selection is not based on a scientific research
but aims to give an overviean the development.

Basel, Switzerland, July 30, 2018




Timetable of the developments

5June 2018
The Ethiopian government declared that it will accept and implement fully and without any
precondition the Algiers Agreement and the EEBC ruling

20 June 2018
The Eritrean government announced that will send a high level delegation to Addis Abeba to gauge
current developments directly and in depth as well as to chart out a plan for continuous future.action

8 July 2018
Prime MinisterAbiy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia arrived in Asmara for a two day
Visit.

9 July 2018
Eritrea and Ethiopia announced a Joint declaration of Peace

14 July 208
PresidentAfewerkiarrived in Addis Ababa after twenty two year to pay an offisit.

18 July 2018
Ethiopian Airlines makes historic first Flight from Addis Abeba to Asmara.




Ethiopia's PM says ending war, expanding economic links with
Eritrea key for regional stability

africaTech, June 6, 2018
By Aaron Maasho

ADDIS ABABA, June 6 (Reute®s)i KA 2 LA Qa LINAYS YAYyAaldSN 4FAR 2y
expanding economic ties with neighbouring Eritrea is critical for stability and development in the
impoverished Horn of Africa region.

l 6A & | KYSR Quived\ds ¥hhoNdcemer éfTuesday by his ruling coalition that Ethiopia
would fully implement a peace deal signed in 2000 and meant to end y@&aowar that devolved
into a stalemate resulting in huge military build up by both countries.

The pledge woud entail ceding a disputed town to Eritrea. There was no sigh on Wednesday that
Ethiopia had begun withdrawing its troops from the town of Badme.

It is one of many policy shifts announced since thegdadrold took office in early April, moves that
couldNBa Kl LIS 9GKAZ2LALIQa NBtFdA2ya gA0GK AGa ySAIKoO2Z
country of 100 million people. Whether the new measures, including liberalisation of the state

controlled economy, end up addressing critical challenges fromylagth unemployment to rising

government debt remain to be seen. But they are shaking the country up.

G!' it GKFrd 6S KIGS I OKASOSR FTNRY (KS G@bASHAZIKISANS Yy 2 F
Ethiopia nor Eritrea benefit from a stalemate. We dé¢e expend all our efforts towards peace and
reconciliation and extricate ourselves from petty conflicts and divisions and focus on eliminating

LI2 S NI & d¢

9OKAZ2LIAI Qa Y20S Aa | aRNJI &and f@iledg olicy, dald addddE FNR Y A (
Solman, Ethiopia analyst at Chatham House, a Loralond SR G KAy Gl yl1® a¢2 asSsS
extremely positive. This is the most important latent conflict within the Horn and its resolution is

AYLRNIFYyG F2N) LIISFEOS FyR aSOdzNAiGe Ay (GKS NBIAZ2Yy dé

No Comment fom Eritrea

Eritrea used to be a part of Ethiopia and waged a&ér struggle for independence. The war on
their shared border between 1998 and 2000 killed tens of thousands of people, caused significant
displacement and the splintering of families.

EtNB I Q&4 32@0SNYYSyYyid KIFIa y2i NBaLR2yRSR LlzmftAofte G2
Tuesday. The two nations cut ties duringthewaé Y I NI Q& LYy F2NXIF GA2YyY aAyAai:
CdzSaRI e SOSYAy3d KS KIR y2d & SBspcollkdtintmediate LA | y 32
comment. He did not respond to phone calls on Wednesday.

Eritrea has long said it wants Ethiopia to pull its troops out from the disputed territory before
normalizing ties, citing a decision by a boundary commission at Theskidgch awarded the village
of Badme to Eritrea in 2002.




Asmara has long felt betrayed by world powers, who they say failed to force Ethiopia to abide by the
commission ruling.

Ethiopia says the row over border demarcation can only be resolved throngbaiated
settlement.

hy ¢dzSaRIFe&z Iy 9QUGKAZ2LIALY F2NBAIY YAYyAaldNR 2FFAOA
to mediate between the two nations, but that Asmara had rejected all requests.

Russia, the European Union, and Qatar were among those that proposed to mediate in the last two
decades, he said.

Abiy said Ethiopia needed to resolve what he seemed to view as a costly and pointless dispute.
Putting an end to this situation and findinggce is necessary beyond anything else not just for
Q9UKAZ2LIAL o0dzi F2NJ GKS SARSNI I 2Ny 2F ! FNAOI ¢ KS 3

G9DBSNE 9UKAZ2LIALlLY aK2dZ R NBFfA&S GKFG Ad Aa SELISC
stability in our regin, one that takes the initiative to connect the brotherly peoples of both countries

YR SELIYRA& GNIAyar o0dzaSa yR S02y2YAO (ASa o0Siys
Diplomats say punitive measures taken against Eritrea may prevent an immediate conclubm®n to

dispute.

The U.N. Security Council imposed an arms embargo on Eritrea in 2009 on charges that Asmara

provided political, financial and logistical support to militant groups in Somalia. Eritrea has long

dismissed the claims, saying they are concocted by Addis Abablaid to isolate the country and

RAGSNI FGGSydAz2zy FNRBY 9U0KA2LIALI Q& NBf dzOlGlF yOS (2 K

GCKS ONRGNBIY J208NYYSyd KFa Ffglrea LINROEFAYSR
are promptly lifted. This could be asticking2 A y G F2NJ y26>¢ &l AR | 2Sads

(Additional reporting and writing by Maggie Fick; Editing by Toby Chopra)




Eritreac Ethiopia: Once Bitten, Twice Shy
TesfaNews, June 11, 2018

By Anonymous

A paraphrase of a famous cliché goes like thig:2 SNNJ Aa KdzYlysX G2 FT2NHAGS
alYyS vYAraildl 1S FT22f AaKySaaHé

In the first week of June 2018, reports came out from within the Ethiopian state mechanism that
Ethiopia would accept all the tesrof the Algiers Treaty signed by Eritrea and Ethiopia in 2000 to bring
a semblance of normalization between the two countries.

One of the items agreed upon in Algiers was to refer the border issue to an International Border
Commission tasked with determing where the border between the two countries should be and that

Ala RSOAAARZ2Y ¢2ddZ R 0S FAYLFf YR O0AYRAYIdD ¢KS a3
United States and the European Union as well as the OAU (the current AU) under whosesatlepi

Agreement was implemented.

Fast forward two years after the signing of the Agreement and the Border Commission delivered its
verdict awarding some territory to Eritrea that it had claimed as its own and some that it never lay
claim to and the samwith Ethiopia. However, the bordersillage oBBadme which was supposedly the
spark that ignited hostilitieg if one is to believe that the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand was the
spark that started World Wargwas rightfully awarded to Eritreal

This was unpalatable to the minority Tigredad Ethiopian government which would have to account
for the thousands of lives lost over this small, inconsequential village which it turns out had belonged
to Eritrea after all.

The brazen government led by thensoth-talking late premier, Meles Zenawi, the very next day
reneged on the agreement and decided that Ethiopia would not accept the ruling after all but would
prefer to sit around and discuss the situation with Eritrea.

Eritrea refused to move the final dnbinding decision of the Algiers Agreement away from the
agreement and to the negotiation table as that would, in all senses, make the decision null and void, a
point not lost on the Ethiopian government nor its American and European backers. Fortutagly,

not lost on the Eritrean government which till this day has stood its ground.

The rest, as they say, is history.

Fast forward sixteen years and we come to June 2018. Ethiopia is on the brink of disaster. It has just
gone through three years of turmpthe doubledigit economic growth has benefitted the feyynostly

those in government and from a specific ethnic group, the Tigredms majority Oromo ethnic group
whose fertile lands were forcibly seized and their populace forced to leave their hegiensg had

had enough!

Demonstrations erupted all over the country and in typical fashion, the-lHelLddovernment tried to
quell these by force. Soon after, the Amharas followed suit and the country was brought to a standstill
through the mostly peaceful demonstrations. The ooy staggered; the TPLF had no answer to the




problems; the Prime Minister, Hailemariam Dessalega Vichylike puppet¢ had enough and
tenderedhis resignation

The United States and other Western allies of Ethiopia were at a loss as to what to do and how to
NEaz2t @S (GKS aAlaeda2idnz L@ LIdA Rd@k O daySINBY R YR GKS 2 S
0KS &1 NJ I 3dtA ySad IKIESNNIBMMETUR biddkstaptiseQitrocities you commit as long

Fd @2dz tF0St (K$as@ntielvargedf biedkaNINGthing lFad to be done. The
guestion was, what?

Suddenly news came out that a successor prime minister had been selected. Inearesemblance

to the trajectory that Vladimir Putin took to the Kremlin, a young, former Security Intelligence Head,
who was a member of the ruling EPRDF to the bone, was selected. The country needed time and he
knew what the people wanted to hear and tligct that he spoke all three major languages of the
country meant he could pacify the large swathes of the disgruntled population and buy time.

WSF2N¥a 6SNBE LINPYAASRT ONRGAOAAY 2F (GKS LINBGJA 2 dz
parcel) were aed in public; dissidents were released as well as journalists whose only crime was to

write blogs criticizing the government and who were labeled terrorists and sentenced to life anrd long

term prison sentences, were released. Things were looking up. kagpbeen restored and the people

of Ethiopia await the promised concrete reform steps.

There was, however, a big elephant in the room that needed to be addressed. This vizgrien
issue

When the whole of the country had risen against the minorigrdanled establishment, the latter
had figuratively and literally withdrawn into their province and were busy shipping thejaiiled
wealth overseas (speaking of wealth, was it mentioned that despite over a decade of -diigible
economic growth, theauntry suddenly found itself short on foreign exchange? Could the two events
be linked somehow i.e. the stashing of the wealth overseas and the scarcity of funds?)

Facing the wrath of the people of Ethiopia whom it had blatantly embezzled, imprisoned and
humiliated for over tweand-a-half decades, the Tigrean clique was cornered within its own province.
Sure, they had moved the air force from its original base in Debre Zeit (Oromo territory) to Tigray
region and fears were mounting that if pushed too fagyimight do a Ceausescu as a-digth effort

of survival. They still might do, by the way.

Before you know it, suddenly the Ethiopian government announces that it will abide fully with the
decisions of the Algiers Agreement and hopes that Eritrea WiMicsuit. Positive news indeed for the

LIS2 L $&4 2F (GKS (62 yldrz2ya 6KAES +id GKS &FYS GAY
5SSy &L} NBR 2y 620K aARSE KIR 9GKA2LIAI YIRS (KAaA&
isitmoreaOl aS 2F bS@OAtES /KIFEYOSNIFAYyQa atSHOS Ay 2dz\

future.

At the time of writing, the Ethiopian Parliament had not debated over the issue and so has not yet
endorsed it. Eritreans should remember that this very pamnkntc living up to its rubbesstamp status

¢ declared war on Eritrea back in 1998 even while various envoys were shuttling between Asmara and
Addis trying to find a diplomatic solution.

The fact that this announcement was not debated in parliangegxenif it is a parliament comprising
100% of the ruling EPRDF partyakes one wonder if the announcement will be followed by concrete
steps such as pulling out of occupied Eritrean sovereign territories.



https://www.tesfanews.net/ethiopian-prime-minister-tenders-his-resignation/

2 KAfS aK2LIS Ft2¢6a SiSNYI fthatditt comes/ B few Mays afied the LIS 2 LI
announcement was made, an interview by thér | Qa ¢ A 3 Ndndligfdd with & Ndgdeh Reé§lonal
Government executive has flagged how elusivé ffeace might yet be, as the interview unashamedly
RSOfIFINBSa GKFG GKS ¢A3INIA wS3IA2yLt D2@BSNYYSyi
government!

¢

Since the announcement, the interviews have been flying left and right and opponents of the Eritrean
government have weighed in with their twoents worth on the subjea mostly confining themselves

to criticizing the government of Eritrea for not issuing a statement welcoming the Ethiopian
announcement. Some have even gone as far as criticising it faongtratulating the newhgelected
Ethiopian premier on his selection.

hiKSNR aSSYy (2 KIFI@S fF00OKSR 2y G2 F ySg LIKNIas
b2iKAy3 O02dZ R 6S FINI FNRY (KS §NYziK tXoyovér KA a N3
decade and a half and it has refused to play it. Last week it announced that it is finally going to play it
odzi a2 TFIFIN KFayQid G2dz2OKSR AGo®

The laws of logic and physics dictate, therefore, that the ball is still where it was. When it is pjayed
the Ethiopian authoritieg whomever that might be: TPLF, Parliament or the Execgtithen Eritrea

will come forward and fulfil its obligations under the Algiers Agreement which it had already accepted
right after the border decision was announced.

Sq there is really no need, at this juncture, for the Eritrean government to make any statement
regarding the recent announcement, seeing as nothing has changed in real terms. Former Ethiopian
Prime Ministers have been saying one thing (mostly for foreagisemption) but doing either nothing

2N GKS G2aG1Ktf 2R arasS 27 gKIG GKSeé aléo 12¢g R2 ¢
who kicked out thousands of Eritreans simply because he could? This after the EPLF took him by the
hand and broughK AY Ay (2 LI26SNI Ay ! RRAAD 21 ayQid AdG aSft S
paymasters, attacked and vilified his own African brothers and sisters and vowed to implement regime
OKIFIy3aSK 2layQid AlG aStSa FyR KAa 9t wbHRitreadslaii YI RS
A2O0SNBAIAY yIUGA2yK 2KFEG KFra OKFYy3ISR 0SGsSSy aSftSi
G2 GKS alyYS LINIHeK | gSyQil GKSe& 020K YIRS GKSAN
Minister a wolf in sheep clothing or e genuine? Is he indeed the Gorbachev that he portrays to be

or the Putin that is biding his time? Will he walk the walk or is it just talk? History has taught Eritrea

that it is best to wait and see before taking any decisions, lest it regret doingosddsine wolf shed

x

its skin? As the Ambharic saying goésarly adoration makes later criticism diffictilfu E f &
"CEO$Y T BEOUPY

Worthwhile to remember that one of the major criticisms that the government of Eritrea faced when
hostilities beganim hpy 61 & aK2g O2dz R &2dz (GNHzAG GKS ¢t[C |
KIR GFdaAKG dzaKé

Eritrea paid and continues to pay dearly for that misplaced trust. The cautionary step that the Eritrean
government is now taking in waiting to see what weflly aspire, shows that it has learnt its painful

lesson from the past.

la UKSeé alészr a2yO0S oAUGGSYsT (G¢6A0S aKeéH



https://tigrigna.voanews.com/a/4430826.html

President Isaias' Speech on Martyrs Ddayne 2, 2018

Shabait.com, 20 June 2018

Distinguished Participants
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let mefirst thank all those who organized various activitigsandle light vigils, seed planting,
sport and cultural showsso as to enable all Eritreans inside the country and abroad, including
children and the old, to pay homage, on this sacred day, to antyvs who paid the ultimate
price with heroism to secure our national liberation and to defend the sovereignty of the
country.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The current year (2018), as well as the previous year that heralded the beginning of the
second quarter obur independence, represent periods of epochal change and transition.

10



These events cannot but imbue additional significance to Martyrs Day that we are
commemorating today.

The Eritrean people, but also the Ethiopian people, have lost an opportunity of tw
generations for over half a century due to policies designed to promote external global
agendas. When they achieved their respective liberations in 1991 through a common struggle,
they embarked, with earnestness, on a new chapter. This was promptedebgdsire to
advance their complimentary bilateral interests as well as to enhance collective growth in the
entire Horn of Africa region. Unfortunately, this promising beginning was rolled back by the
resurgence of misguided global policies. The devastatisacrifices and loss of opportunities
that ensued were very heavy indeed.

The philosophical global order that the previous three US Administrations enunciatdte
aftermath of the abrupt collapse of the former Soviet Uniantailed huge economio$ses

to the United States worth trillions of dollars in the last 25 years. The decline is much graver
when seen through the prism of soft power and influence. The imbalance and destruction that
it wrought in our region has also been substantial. The TrAahministration, which has been

in Office for the past year and a half, is essentially the byproduct or outcome of past failures.
As such, it has been sending various signals that attest to its desire to change the defunct
policies behind those losses. Thesistance that it is confronting, above and beyond
campaigns of disparagement, has not been negligible. Although it may still be premature to
accurately gauge its ultimate intentions and capabilities, we shall continue to work together
with our partnersjn accordance with our policy choice of active engagement and without any
reservations and prejudgment, to prompt the current US Administration to rectify previous
misguided polices in our region.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The events and developments thatyeaunfolded in our region in general and in Ethiopia in
particular in the recent period warrant appropriate attention. Needless to stress, it is the
Ethiopian people, forced as they were into adversarial ties of vertical polarizatawho were

the primary victims, and who have borne the main brunt, of the destructive policies of the
¢t[C NBIAYS YR Ala LI eYlLaitSNaA® ¢KS aSO2yR:Z
ability to derail and frustrate the positive bilateral and regionatalinded gravth that could

have been achieved through the complimentary resources and capabilities of the Ethiopian
and Eritrean peoples. Twenty seven years is a long interval. The losses incurred and time
wasted are thus huge in terms of this yardstick.

But as the dmage inculcated on the Ethiopian people became increasingly unbearable, it

& LJAZNNBR GKS 6Nl GK FyR | NBoStftAz2y Ay GKS LIS
LINSOALIKRGF SR GKS SyR 2F (GUKS ¢t[CQa aKSylyA3l
Ethiopia is now at a turning point or transition. What is the destination? How will this be
achieved? These are timely questions that must be raised. But although it will require time
YR STF2NIa (G2 NBY2@S G(KS ¢t [ Caboutaémgan@ | y R
climate, the positive direction that has been set in motion is crystal clear.

11



The TPLF clique, and other vultures, are dumbfounded by the ongoing changes. And, as they
know full well that their game has come to an end, they will nota@frfrom concocting

various machinations to obstruct any change and to mollify their wayward appetite. One of

the worn-out tricks that they will try to wield to prolong their dwindling power and to impede

positive change is to work for the perpetuation teihsion with Eritrea and to preserve the

illicit sanctions. This is best illustrated by their ambivalent public pronouncements of
GeSaxodzié Ay (GKS&aS LI aid RFHread ¢KAa Aa RSaaAdy
border conflict that they unledsed in the first place without any justification. But their

principal preoccupation and-\ill is to avert and frustrate any positive change in Ethiopia.

As it is the case with Eritrea, the people of Ethiopia also relish peace and harmony with their
neighbor. There is nothing novel in this fact. The positive signals issued in these past days can
be seen as an expression of this popular choice. The complimetarity of both peoples and
countries, their common bilateral interests and prosperity, are sacrosajectives to which

we have toiled and paid sacrifices for two generations. As such, it remains a priority for which
we will be actively engaged. For this reason, and outside myopic considerations of public
relations stunts and advantages, we will sendedegation to Addis Abeba to gauge current
developments directly and in depth as well as to chart out a plan for continuous future action.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our assessments of global and regional realities and trends have significant impact on the
policies we formulate; and especially on our domestic cohesion and power; and, the economic
growth and prosperity of our country to which we attach paramount importance and priority.

In this perspective, it is natural that we see our various sectoral devedopghprogrammes

in relation to our neighbours in general and with Ethiopia in particular. The precious sacrifices
that we have paid both during the struggle for liberation and later to protect our sovereignty
were driven by these objectives. Our commitrhémadvance these objectives now with great
vigour is a tribute to our Martyrs.

Glory to our heroic Martyrs!

Victory to the Masses!

12



W{StrYyQ +d [FadH
Eritrea and Ethiopia join in peace after two decades of hostilities

Eritrea Profile, Vol. 25 No. 38, July 11, 2018
Billion Temesghen

After twenty years of conflict the Eritrean and Ethiopian people are now officially at peace as
President Isaias Afwerki and Prime Minster Abiy Ahmed join hands in brotherhood. Asuwddy,S
July the 8th, became a historic day for Eritrea and Ethiopia. The two countries agree to work together
for peace and development.

C2NJ GKS FANRG GAYS Ay Fftyvyzad | ljdz2r NISNI 2F I OSy
from Asmara International Airport, Sunday 8th, at 9:00 AM.

Prime Minister of the Federal Government of Ethiopia, Abiy Ahmed, arrived in Asmara atatioimv
of President Isaias Afwerki. The senior Ethiopian delegation accompanying the Prime Minister was
F2NY¥YSR 0@ aad® adzFGSNRARFG YFYAEZT {LISIF]TSNI2F GKS | 2
Speaker of the Ethiopian House of Federation, WelkGebeyehu, Foreign Minister, and Mr. Haj
Seyum, President of Afar Regional State

When the Ethiopian plane landed, President Isaias greeted Dr. Abiy with a tight hug. Directing his
Ethiopian counterpart while holding his hand, President Isaias, led@A & G2 3INBSG 9 NAK
delegation, religious leaders and invited guests.

Once in their car, on their way out of the airport, President Isaias took notice of veteran Eritrean
footballers and national sports starts, among which, Olympian Zeriesenags3adand young
international star cyclist Merhawi Kudus. The leaders stepped down to salute the sports men.

Meanwhile, since early in the morning, communities from different parts of Asmara gathered in
Semaetat Avenue and peacefully marched through Harfkeenue and Bahti Meskerem Square
shouting slogans of love both in Tigrigna and Amharic.

hy GKS ySga 2F GKS 9QUGKAZ2LALIYQa fFyRAY3I Ay LAY
people sprinted to stand on both sides of the avenues startiag fthe airport to the center of city.
Citizens and foreigners of all ages flocked in the streets. It looked like nobody was left at home. But

13



not only homes, the churches as well must have been emptied. Clergies had decided to take Sunday
mass out to thestreets to honor the guests.

The Eritrean people welcomed Dr. Abiy Ahmed and his message of peace, from the Ethiopian people,
with utmost respect and sense of companionship. The Eritrean and Ethiopian flags were waving
gloriously in the skies of Asmaradple wore shirts with pictures of both of the leaders and had their
faces painted in the colors of the Ethiopian and Eritrean flag. Scarfs and head bandanas representing
the flags were common too. Slogans of memorable catch phrases of both leadersdsuan ® I YS h @S NE
FYR a[20S 2Ayaé¢ ogSNB LISYRAYy3I FTNRY Fff aARSRO®
Eritrean mothers, as crafty as they are, were busy coming up with traditional folk songs and rejoicing,
RFEFYOAYy3a G2 GKSY® LOUQA lFalG2yAaKAyYy3a K2 gveltlSanie (G KSe@
2F GKS F2f1 az2y3a NBFSNNBR (2 !o0A& ! KYSR & a4y
tF GASy OS¢ o

The ride to the presidential palace, the final destination for the morning schedule, was slow as people
were running after the motorcade. Bn £t S RSNBAQ OF NJ KFIR AG&a 6AyR2ga
people to shake hands with the leaders who made a longstanding dream come true.
ONRAGNBFIQa ¢ N RAalFof SR OFYS 2dzi G2 GKS adaNBSdia
I YLD ¢ K ShedrdSeatldedShe dkies once the leaders bowed in respect.
The motorcade approached, Fiat Tagliero, an architectural marvel, and the number of people coming
to the streets r rose notably. Young and old, literally, run after the motorcade to the cernitee ofty
like children in a big playground.

F
(7}

E

{GFNIAY3 FNRY {KARFX G2 GKS /AdGe tIFIN] FyR GKS /
on both feet. The streets were crowded and the motorcade was plainly surrounded by people of all
ages.
aYlI N Qa A02ys /FGGSRNIYtSE OKSSNBR (GKS ySga 27
colossal bells ringing, adding melody to the glorified roars of Eritreans. The flow was the same while
the motorcade toured the city until it reached and enterén@ presidential palace.

14



Meanwhile, outside in the streets, the merriments continued with heightened spirit as the crowds
danced and screamed in joy. Everyone was celebrating in different ways, tone and languages but one
thing the hundreds of thousandd individuals had in common were tears of joy. People cried and
O2YTF2NI SR 2yS Fy20KSNJ Ay SIFOK 20KSNR& KdzZ3ao

| stepped out of the presidential palace to talk to people and conduct interviews with a special focus
2y @2dzy3 LIS2LX SI 0 dohversatiod.Pdebl&plled medn3hir hugs B8 daScgd
and for a while, | stopped being a journalist and celebrated the news of peace and the thought of being
a free young Eritrean identically to fellow young Eritreans.

A group of young men in their gg thirties attracted a big crowd. These young men, members of the
eighth round to Sawa, dressed to impress in suits and traditional clothes for the day. They had made
Fy FLLRAYGYSyd G2 YSSG Ay 1INAYySOH | o&ivatieSfromz LI &
the war. While they cried in a mix of painful memories, replaced by joy, they put their fallen martyr
friends, comrades, to finally rest in peace.

Streets were blocked. Cars and people roamed mindlessly through the city to the gloryceftilea
late in the afternoon. Happy would be too little of a word to explain the situation. It was actually a
blissful euphoria that dominated Asmara. Simultaneously, all major cities and small towns of Eritrea
were in the same state of jubilation. In Masva and Assab, the Hihio flags, dashed from civilian
boats through the waves of the Red Sea.

In the afternoon, following a short break at Asmara Palace Hotel, the Ethiopian delegation made its
way to the Presidential Palace. President Isaias offareh, a spontaneous invitation to his house.

He took the guests to his house where they caught his family in pajamas rejoicing in the typical Sunday
family day afternoon coffee ceremony. Welcoming guests with what you have is a tradition Eritreans
are knawn for.

| 28LIAGIEAGE A& F y2N¥o [A]1SsAaST (KS t NBaARSYdQ
Eritrean ministers anthe Ethiopian delegation to their humble family living room. Minister Askalu
Menkerios made her way to the kitchen and hedpwith setting the table. While, the youngest, Dr.

Abiy, handed snacks that traditionally are served side by side the coffee ceremony, typical, of Eritrean
FYR QUKAZ2LIALY FILYAftASaAad 'a (KS 3FdzSaida YIRS (GKSAN
LINSAARSY(iQa K2dzaSQa @I NRX R22NJ adSLlE G2 3INBSH (K

Ly adzYYSNJ I dFradsS 2% GKS aSrazylt FTNHAGE . St S:
destination was down the roads to Massawa right algsof Asmara.

In the evening hours a state dinner was organized in honor of Dr. Abiy. The event was highlighted by
fraternal speeches from the leaders directed at both the Eritrean and Ethiopian people. In his speech,

t NBaARSY({ Lal Al sbavety lnbtdingirtiSvith featih referding ® Me unrestrained

and enthusiastic emotions of Eritreans out on the streets as the true meaning of what Eritrea is all
lo2dzid 5N ! 6A&T 2y KA& LI NIGZ SELINB&&sSRedsa Yl NI Q.
expressed deep sorrow for the humanitarian damages the war brought upon Eritrean families.

That night, bars and clubs of Asmara were packed more than ever. Countless partiers paused their
parties for a while and cheered Dr. Abiy on his walyischotel after the state dinner. He was greeted,
once more, in the morning, as the motorcade headed to Denden State Hall.

On July 9th, the people of Asmara held their breath as Ethiopia and Eritrea signed a joint declaration
of peace and friendship. Theo countries agreed to sail towards development, peace and stability at
regional level. Moreover, according to the joint agreement, diplomatic relations are to be restored
between the two countries as trade, communication and transport will resume arizhesnes will be
opened.

President Isaias Afwerki and Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed discussed issues of collaboration,
regional stability and harmony as well as economic advancements. The leaders also shared visions to
the interest of the Eritrean and Etipian youth in their academic and professional endeavors.

After an intense welcoming ceremony and a cherished sojourn Prime Minister Dr. Abiy left for Addis
Ababa at midday July 9th. President Isaias Aforki, higher officials and religious leaders Baiméhe
Minister and his delegation off.
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The past couple of days were genuinely emotional to the people of Eritrea. A huge burden has been
fAFGSR TNRY GKS (g2 LIS2LXS 6K2 KIS YAaaSR S| OK
past feelings of haed or resentments.

On the same day, telephone lines between Ethiopia and Eritrea were opened. Families in both sides
made the lines busy for the first time in more than twenty years. But new friendships were being made
FONR&a 020K O2da GINA StaXl @S 60 &S LATOAMQYS G | NRdzy R
out of my expectation. | picked the phone to hear a group of people screaming merriments in Amhatric.

I roughly understood their greetings, but still, replied in my language. We were usitiglgwe know
of our respective languages to say pegselam and love you. And just like me, many more Eritreans
have been getting random calls from Ethiopian people andwécsa.

Eritreans have been referring to this day as the second 24th of ®@ygratulations to us all.

Patience and resilience pays off greatly.
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Joint Declaration of Peace and Friendship between Eritrea and
Ethiopia

July 9, 2018

"

\
1 ]

|

SMA Vicafnis

Conscious that the peoples of Ethiopia and Eritrea share close bonds of geography, tidtorg,
language and religion as well as fundamental common interests;

Recognizing that over the past decades, they were denied the opportunity to build a bright future for
their peoples on the basis of their common heritage;

Determined to close this vemrpostly chapter, which also had a detrimental role in the Horn of Africa,
and to make up for lost opportunities and create even bigger golden opportunities for their peoples;

The governments of Ethiopia and Eritrea have reached the following joint agréemmnéch reflects
the desires and aspirations of their peoples:

1. The state of war between Ethiopia and Eritrea has come to an end. A new era of peace and friendship
has been opened.
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2. The two governments will endeavor to forge intimate political, ecororedcial, cultural and
security cooperation that serves and advances the vital interests of their peoples;

3. Transport, trade and communications links between the two countries will resume; diplomatic ties
and activities will restart;

4. The decision otine boundary between the two countries will be implemented.
5. Both countries will jointly endeavor to ensure regional peace, development and cooperation.

Both governments express their gratitude to all friends of Eritrea and Ethiopia and call on them to
redouble their solidarity and support.

Done in Asmara, July 9, 2018
For the State of Eritrea For the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

President Isaias Afwerki Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali
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Afamous and oftetOA G SR ljdz2GF GA2y 2F 1 I NRPfR 2Afazysz (KS
6381 Aa F f2y3 GAYS Ay LREAGAOADE

LYRSSRYX GKSNX IINB RSOFRSa 6KSNB y2iKAy3 KI LILISY 3
After years of stalemate and tension between Eritrea and Ethiopia, things are certainly happening and
moving rapidly. On Sunday July 8, 2018, Ethiopian Prime ®tidst Abiy Ahmed, accompanied by a
small Ethiopian delegation arrived in Asmara, Eritrea, where they were warmly welcomed at Asmara
International Airport by the Eritrean President, H.E. Isaias Afwerki, alongsidéetaglgovernment
officials and ministes, as well as religious and other representatives. As PM Abiy Ahmed, who took
office in April, disembarked from the plane, the two leaders smiled and warmly embraced on the red
carpet. Soon after, the two leaders, surrounded by a large military bandj sideby-side as the flags
of both Eritrea and Eritrea were raised and their respective national anthems were played. The leaders
then traveled across the capital in a large motorcade. Across Asmara, shops were closed, and the
streets, overflowing with tizens, were filled with excitement and joy, as Eritreans came out in their
tens of thousands to show their unreserved support for the ongoing initiatives toward peace between
Eritrea and Ethiopia.

QUKAZ2LIALY ta !0A& ! KY SR® peadd talksmarksjust thé &St sepNdkal NS I y
recent series of significant positive developments between the two countries. Weeks ago, Ethiopia
announced that it would abide by the Algiers Agreement and Eritrea Ethiopia Boundary Commission
(EEBC) bouwtary decision. The EEBC, formed in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Algiers
Peace Agreement of 2000 and composed of five prominent and highly respected lawyers, unanimously
delivered its final and binding delimitation and demarcation deaisim April 2002 and November

19



2007, respectively. While Eritrea fully accepted the decision, hoping that the final determination of the
border would open doors for lasting peace and development between the two countries and the
NBIAZ2Y | & | spokitbhh HBgcordinudlysiftdd, Witk it effectively refusing to accept the
2002 ruling of the UNbacked boundary commission and continuing to occupy Eritrean territories.

' FGSNIta !'0A& ! KYSRQA aGFGSYSyil 2 TeZ5®018 ahighOS LI y
level Eritrean delegation, including Presidential Adviser Mr. Yemane Gebreab and Foreign Minister H.E.
Osman Saleh, travelled to Addis Ababa, the first time in more than two decades thatlevébp
delegation from Asmara had visited Etpia. During the historic visit, the delegation delivered a
message from President Isaias Afwerki to Ethiopian PM Abiy Ahmed, and also held extensive
discussions with the PM and other senior Ethiopian officials on current relations and the prospect of
ties between the two countries.

Also on Sunday, in several towns throughout southern Eritrea, near Ethiopia, such as Adi Keih,
Senafe, Adi Quala, Mai Mne, and Tsorona, throngs of Eritreans gathered to demonstrate their support
for peace with Ethiopia. Lardgeritrean and Ethiopian flags were held aloft proudly, colorful banners
LINROf F AYAY3 alLISI OS¢ 6SNB o ISR 020K @2dzy3a FyR 2
GSINER 2F 2283z |yR GKS aftz23aly a,Sa LISFEOS:T y2 g NF

As an African and an Eritrean, it is quite difficult not to be touched or moved by this momentous
200l aA2y® | AaG2Ne ¢SAIKa KSIFI@Ate 2y ! FNAOI & 1 a |
hour of African independence...we may summon from remateners of our collective memory,
LISNBRLISOGADPSE YR @GAraizya 2F NIRAOFHfte RAFFSNBy
continent, our countries have been synonymous with conflict and war. We have often acted like crabs
in a bucket, pulling eaclther down and ensuring our collective demise, rather than working
cooperatively to raise ourselves up collectively. In few areas of the continent has this mentality been
more tragically apparent than the Horn of Africa, where relations between the &@adountries have
been characterized by stalemate, bitter rivalry, antagonism, tension, and conflict.

While these are still early days, and despite the fact that certain (albeit small) elements within
Ethiopia appear to be set against the ongoing develepts toward peace, the signs are highly
promising and very encouraging. Both countries are faced with a number of significant challenges, and
thus an end to the costly and largely unnecessagyconflict and tensions will allow the two to better
focus ther attention on addressing their various and considerable challenges (as | have discussed in
prior articles). With peace and stability, vital human and fiscal resources can be used to combat
poverty, improve education and human capital, or promote develeptnrather than having to be
diverted toward defense and national security.

Observing the ongoing developments, it is also important not to overlook what peace will mean for
the young peoples of the two countries. Although Eritrea and Ethiopia are dicaita different in
terms of the size of their respective populations (approximately 4.5 million in the former, and 100
million in the latter), both have very young populations. Peace between Eritrea and Ethiopia can
present the youth of both countries thi a renewed sense of optimism and hope. They can both look
ahead to the future with great excitement and enthusiasm, instead of being weighed down or greatly
burdened by a dark past.

As a final point, it is notable and quite interesting that the ongoing peace initiatives between Eritrea
and Ethiopia are largely being led and carried out by Eritreans and Ethiopians themselves. Of course,
while the support and commitment of the internatial community and various other partners is vital,
tangible solutions have to involve and be led by local actors. Simply, if you formulate your own
solutions to your problems, you have every reason and incentive to see them work. Historically,
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byt and involved ir conflict must own and identify with the sponses and solutions to it.

Eritrea and Ethiopia: Recap and Brief Commentary on Recent
Developments

Eritrea Profile, Vol. 25 No. 39; July 14, 2018

Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion

The following is a brief recap and commentary on the recent massive and rapid developments toward
peace between Eritrea and Ethiopia.

1. These are truly momentous and exciting times. On Friday JulyHLE. President Afwerki gave a
keynote addressa the latest round of youth graduating from the Warsay Yikealo Secondary School,
located in Sawa, where he announced that he will lead a delegation and pay official visit to Ethiopia on
Juy14® / 2YYSYGAy3d 2y ¢oAG0SNE DWRYINED DBENERWNS/E1aSITSINI &
visit will cement further [and] add momentum to the joint march for peace and cooperation set in
Y2UA2Yy o0& 020K ot NBAaARSYUd LAIFIAIFIA YR 9UGKAZ2LALF QA
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