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Introduction 

 

By Hans-Ulrich Stauffer, Afrika-Komitee, Basel 

 

20 years after the outbreake of war between Eritrea and Ethiopia, 18 years after the armistice and 16 
years after the arbitrable ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴ ǳƴŦƻǊǎŜŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ άƴƻ ǿŀǊ ς 
ƴƻ ǇŜŀŎŜέΦ .ƻǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜs had suffered for years. But today hope prevails. 

On July 9, 2018, Eritrea and Ethiopia announced a joint declaration of peace.  
 
Both presidents Ahmed Abiy of Ethiopia and Isayas Afeworki of Eritrea share the will to overcome the 
ǇŀǎǘΦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ !ōƛȅΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ !ǎƳŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ !ŦŜǿƻǊƪƛΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ !ŘŘƛǎ !ōŜōŀ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜŘ 
hundreds of thousands, in Addis even one million of jubilating people. The peace process has gained 
momentum.  
 
Quite a lot of problems still remain to be solved. But the important first steps have been done and 
more will follow. 
 
This documentation collects some recent articles to get a better understanding of these thrilling days 
in June and July, days that changed the political map at the Horn of Africa. The documents have been 
taken from news agencies and official newspapers. The selection is not based on a scientific research 
but aims to give an overview on the development. 

 

Basel, Switzerland, July 30, 2018  
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Timetable of the developments 
 
 
5 June 2018  
The Ethiopian government declared that it will accept and implement fully and without any 
precondition the Algiers Agreement and the EEBC ruling.  
 
20 June 2018  
The Eritrean government announced that will send a high level delegation to Addis Abeba to gauge 
current developments directly and in depth as well as to chart out a plan for continuous future action. 
 
8 July 2018  
Prime Minister Abiy of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia arrived in Asmara for a two day 
visit.  
 
9 July 2018  
Eritrea and Ethiopia announced a Joint declaration of Peace.  
 
14 July 2018  
President Afewerki arrived in Addis Ababa after twenty two year to pay an official visit.  
 
18 July 2018 
Ethiopian Airlines makes historic first Flight from Addis Abeba to Asmara. 
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Ethiopia's PM says ending war, expanding economic links with 
Eritrea key for regional stability 

africaTech, June 6, 2018   

By Aaron Maasho 

ADDIS ABABA, June 6 (Reuters) - 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
expanding economic ties with neighbouring Eritrea is critical for stability and development in the 
impoverished Horn of Africa region.  

!ōƛȅ !ƘƳŜŘΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ Ŧƻƭlowed the announcement on Tuesday by his ruling coalition that Ethiopia 
would fully implement a peace deal signed in 2000 and meant to end a two-year war that devolved 
into a stalemate resulting in huge military build up by both countries.  

The pledge would entail ceding a disputed town to Eritrea. There was no sign on Wednesday that 
Ethiopia had begun withdrawing its troops from the town of Badme.  

It is one of many policy shifts announced since the 41-year-old took office in early April, moves that 
could ǊŜǎƘŀǇŜ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
country of 100 million people. Whether the new measures, including liberalisation of the state-
controlled economy, end up addressing critical challenges from high youth unemployment to rising 
government debt remain to be seen. But they are shaking the country up.  

ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛǎ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣέ !ōƛȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ άbŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
Ethiopia nor Eritrea benefit from a stalemate. We need to expend all our efforts towards peace and 
reconciliation and extricate ourselves from petty conflicts and divisions and focus on eliminating 
ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΦέ  

9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƛǎ ŀ άŘǊŀǎǘƛŎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ƭƻƴƎǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ς and failed ς policy, said Ahmed 
Soliman, Ethiopia analyst at Chatham House, a London-ōŀǎŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƪǘŀƴƪΦ ά¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
extremely positive. This is the most important latent conflict within the Horn and its resolution is 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦέ  

No Comment from Eritrea  

Eritrea used to be a part of Ethiopia and waged a 30-year struggle for independence. The war on 
their shared border between 1998 and 2000 killed tens of thousands of people, caused significant 
displacement and the splintering of families.  

EritǊŜŀΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ǘƻ !ŘŘƛǎ !ōŀōŀΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƻƭƛǾŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƭŀǘŜ ƻƴ 
Tuesday. The two nations cut ties during the war. !ǎƳŀǊŀΩǎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ wŜǳǘŜǊǎ ƻƴ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜnt so could not immediately 
comment. He did not respond to phone calls on Wednesday.  

Eritrea has long said it wants Ethiopia to pull its troops out from the disputed territory before 
normalizing ties, citing a decision by a boundary commission at The Hague which awarded the village 
of Badme to Eritrea in 2002.  
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Asmara has long felt betrayed by world powers, who they say failed to force Ethiopia to abide by the 
commission ruling.  

Ethiopia says the row over border demarcation can only be resolved through a negotiated 
settlement.  

hƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ ŀƴ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘƻƭŘ wŜǳǘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ άŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ см ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎέ 
to mediate between the two nations, but that Asmara had rejected all requests.  

Russia, the European Union, and Qatar were among those that proposed to mediate in the last two 
decades, he said.  

Abiy said Ethiopia needed to resolve what he seemed to view as a costly and pointless dispute. 
Putting an end to this situation and finding peace is necessary beyond anything else not just for 
9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ IƻǊƴ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƛƴ !ŘŘƛǎ !ōŀōŀΦ  

ά9ǾŜǊȅ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ 
stability in our region, one that takes the initiative to connect the brotherly peoples of both countries 
ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘǎ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΣ ōǳǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǘƛŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ǎƳŀǊŀ ŀƴŘ !ŘŘƛǎ !ōŀōŀΦέ  

Diplomats say punitive measures taken against Eritrea may prevent an immediate conclusion to the 
dispute.  

The U.N. Security Council imposed an arms embargo on Eritrea in 2009 on charges that Asmara 
provided political, financial and logistical support to militant groups in Somalia. Eritrea has long 
dismissed the claims, saying they are concocted by Addis Ababa in a bid to isolate the country and 
ŘƛǾŜǊǘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  

ά¢ƘŜ 9ǊƛǘǊŜŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ 
are promptly lifted. This could be a sticking Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ŀ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘ ƛƴ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΦ  

(Additional reporting and writing by Maggie Fick; Editing by Toby Chopra) 
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Eritrea ς Ethiopia: Once Bitten, Twice Shy 

TesfaNews, June 11, 2018 

By Anonymous 

A paraphrase of a famous cliché goes like this: ά¢ƻ ŜǊǊ ƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴΣ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜΣ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀƳŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘƴŜǎǎΗέ 

In the first week of June 2018, reports came out from within the Ethiopian state mechanism that 
Ethiopia would accept all the terms of the Algiers Treaty signed by Eritrea and Ethiopia in 2000 to bring 
a semblance of normalization between the two countries. 

One of the items agreed upon in Algiers was to refer the border issue to an International Border 
Commission tasked with determining where the border between the two countries should be and that 
ƛǘǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ άƎǳŀǊŀƴǘƻǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭƎƛŜǊǎ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¦bΣ ǘƘŜ 
United States and the European Union as well as the OAU (the current AU) under whose auspices the 
Agreement was implemented. 

Fast forward two years after the signing of the Agreement and the Border Commission delivered its 
verdict awarding some territory to Eritrea that it had claimed as its own and some that it never lay 
claim to and the same with Ethiopia. However, the border-village of Badme, which was supposedly the 
spark that ignited hostilities ς if one is to believe that the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand was the 
spark that started World War I ς was rightfully awarded to Eritrea! 

This was unpalatable to the minority Tigrean-led Ethiopian government which would have to account 
for the thousands of lives lost over this small, inconsequential village which it turns out had belonged 
to Eritrea after all. 

The brazen government led by the smooth-talking late premier, Meles Zenawi, the very next day 
reneged on the agreement and decided that Ethiopia would not accept the ruling after all but would 
prefer to sit around and discuss the situation with Eritrea. 

Eritrea refused to move the final and binding decision of the Algiers Agreement away from the 
agreement and to the negotiation table as that would, in all senses, make the decision null and void, a 
point not lost on the Ethiopian government nor its American and European backers. Fortunately, too, 
not lost on the Eritrean government which till this day has stood its ground. 

The rest, as they say, is history. 

Fast forward sixteen years and we come to June 2018. Ethiopia is on the brink of disaster. It has just 
gone through three years of turmoil; the double-digit economic growth has benefitted the few ς mostly 
those in government and from a specific ethnic group, the Tigreans ς the majority Oromo ethnic group 
whose fertile lands were forcibly seized and their populace forced to leave their home regions ς had 
had enough! 

Demonstrations erupted all over the country and in typical fashion, the TPLF-led government tried to 
quell these by force. Soon after, the Amharas followed suit and the country was brought to a standstill 
through the mostly peaceful demonstrations. The economy staggered; the TPLF had no answer to the 
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problems; the Prime Minister, Hailemariam Dessalegn ς a Vichy-like puppet ς had enough and 
tendered his resignation. 

The United States and other Western allies of Ethiopia were at a loss as to what to do and how to 
ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ-Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭƻǳǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘΩǎ ŘŀǊƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ άƪŜȅ ŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘŜǊǊƻǊέ ς ŀ ŜǳǇƘŜƳƛǎƳ ŦƻǊ άǿŜΩll turn our backs at the atrocities you commit as long 
ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƭŀōŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎέ ς was on the verge of breakup. Something had to be done. The 
question was, what? 

Suddenly news came out that a successor prime minister had been selected. In an eerie resemblance 
to the trajectory that Vladimir Putin took to the Kremlin, a young, former Security Intelligence Head, 
who was a member of the ruling EPRDF to the bone, was selected. The country needed time and he 
knew what the people wanted to hear and the fact that he spoke all three major languages of the 
country meant he could pacify the large swathes of the disgruntled population and buy time. 

wŜŦƻǊƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘΤ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ όƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
parcel) were aired in public; dissidents were released as well as journalists whose only crime was to 
write blogs criticizing the government and who were labeled terrorists and sentenced to life and long-
term prison sentences, were released. Things were looking up. Hope has been restored and the people 
of Ethiopia await the promised concrete reform steps. 

There was, however, a big elephant in the room that needed to be addressed. This was the Eritrean 
issue. 

When the whole of the country had risen against the minority Tigrean-led establishment, the latter 
had figuratively and literally withdrawn into their province and were busy shipping their ill-gained 
wealth overseas (speaking of wealth, was it mentioned that despite over a decade of double-digit 
economic growth, the country suddenly found itself short on foreign exchange? Could the two events 
be linked somehow i.e. the stashing of the wealth overseas and the scarcity of funds?) 

Facing the wrath of the people of Ethiopia whom it had blatantly embezzled, imprisoned and 
humiliated for over two-and-a-half decades, the Tigrean clique was cornered within its own province. 
Sure, they had moved the air force from its original base in Debre Zeit (Oromo territory) to Tigray 
region and fears were mounting that if pushed too far they might do a Ceausescu as a last-ditch effort 
of survival. They still might do, by the way. 

Before you know it, suddenly the Ethiopian government announces that it will abide fully with the 
decisions of the Algiers Agreement and hopes that Eritrea will follow suit. Positive news indeed for the 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōŜƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άƘƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ǎǇŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƘŀŘ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ άtŜŀŎŜ ŀǘ ƭŀǎǘέ ƻǊ 
is it more a ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ bŜǾƛƭƭŜ /ƘŀƳōŜǊƭŀƛƴΩǎ άtŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǎέΚ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
future. 

At the time of writing, the Ethiopian Parliament had not debated over the issue and so has not yet 
endorsed it. Eritreans should remember that this very parliament ς living up to its rubber-stamp status 
ς declared war on Eritrea back in 1998 even while various envoys were shuttling between Asmara and 
Addis trying to find a diplomatic solution. 

The fact that this announcement was not debated in parliament ς even if it is a parliament comprising 
100% of the ruling EPRDF party ς makes one wonder if the announcement will be followed by concrete 
steps such as pulling out of occupied Eritrean sovereign territories. 

https://www.tesfanews.net/ethiopian-prime-minister-tenders-his-resignation/


 
9 

 

²ƘƛƭŜ άƘƻǇŜ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ǇǊŀȅ that it comes, a few days after the 
announcement was made, an interview by the ±h!Ωǎ ¢ƛƎǊƛƎƴŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ conducted with a Tigrai Regional 
Government executive has flagged how elusive that peace might yet be, as the interview unashamedly 
ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎǊŀƛ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
government! 

Since the announcement, the interviews have been flying left and right and opponents of the Eritrean 
government have weighed in with their two-cents worth on the subject ς mostly confining themselves 
to criticizing the government of Eritrea for not issuing a statement welcoming the Ethiopian 
announcement. Some have even gone as far as criticising it for not congratulating the newly-selected 
Ethiopian premier on his selection. 

hǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ 9ǊƛǘǊŜŀΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǘΦ 
bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎ ŎƻǳǊt for over a 
decade and a half and it has refused to play it. Last week it announced that it is finally going to play it 
ōǳǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ ƛǘΦ 

The laws of logic and physics dictate, therefore, that the ball is still where it was. When it is played by 
the Ethiopian authorities ς whomever that might be: TPLF, Parliament or the Executive ς then Eritrea 
will come forward and fulfil its obligations under the Algiers Agreement which it had already accepted 
right after the border decision was announced. 

So, there is really no need, at this juncture, for the Eritrean government to make any statement 
regarding the recent announcement, seeing as nothing has changed in real terms. Former Ethiopian 
Prime Ministers have been saying one thing (mostly for foreign consumption) but doing either nothing 
ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΚ ²ŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ aŜƭŜǎ 
who kicked out thousands of Eritreans simply because he could? This after the EPLF took him by the 
hand and brought ƘƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ !ŘŘƛǎΦ ²ŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ aŜƭŜǎ ǿƘƻƳΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ 
paymasters, attacked and vilified his own African brothers and sisters and vowed to implement regime 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜΚ ²ŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ aŜƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 9tw5C ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊǳǎŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ of Eritrea as a 
ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΚ ²Ƙŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aŜƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΚ IŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōƻǘƘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΚ Lǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ tǊƛƳŜ 
Minister a wolf in sheep clothing or is he genuine? Is he indeed the Gorbachev that he portrays to be 
or the Putin that is biding his time? Will he walk the walk or is it just talk? History has taught Eritrea 
that it is best to wait and see before taking any decisions, lest it regret doing so should the wolf shed 

its skin? As the Amharic saying goes: άearly adoration makes later criticism difficultέ (ṵḔḟễ᷊ 

᷇᷄ḔỘṪ Ṣ  ʊʃ ᶯ᷈ṍ ẻḔṐờḊᶹ). 

Worthwhile to remember that one of the major criticisms that the government of Eritrea faced when 
hostilities began in мффу ǿŀǎ άƘƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢t[C ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ 
ƘŀŘ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎΚέ 

Eritrea paid and continues to pay dearly for that misplaced trust. The cautionary step that the Eritrean 
government is now taking in waiting to see what will really aspire, shows that it has learnt its painful 
lesson from the past. 

!ǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ άƻƴŎŜ ōƛǘǘŜƴΣ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǎƘȅέΗ 

 

  

https://tigrigna.voanews.com/a/4430826.html
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President Isaias' Speech on Martyrs Day, June 20, 2018 

Shabait.com, 20 June 2018 

 

 

 

Distinguished Participants 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Let me first thank all those who organized various activities ς candle light vigils, seed planting, 
sport and cultural shows ςso as to enable all Eritreans inside the country and abroad, including 
children and the old, to pay homage, on this sacred day, to our Martyrs who paid the ultimate 
price with heroism to secure our national liberation and to defend the sovereignty of the 
country. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The current year (2018), as well as the previous year that heralded the beginning of the 
second quarter of our independence, represent periods of epochal change and transition. 
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These events cannot but imbue additional significance to Martyrs Day that we are 
commemorating today.  

The Eritrean people, but also the Ethiopian people, have lost an opportunity of two 
generations for over half a century due to policies designed to promote external global 
agendas. When they achieved their respective liberations in 1991 through a common struggle, 
they embarked, with earnestness, on a new chapter. This was prompted by the desire to 
advance their complimentary bilateral interests as well as to enhance collective growth in the 
entire Horn of Africa region. Unfortunately, this promising beginning was rolled back by the 
resurgence of misguided global policies. The devastations, sacrifices and loss of opportunities 
that ensued were very heavy indeed. 

The philosophical global order that the previous three US Administrations enunciated ς in the 
aftermath of the abrupt collapse of the former Soviet Union - entailed huge economic losses 
to the United States worth trillions of dollars in the last 25 years. The decline is much graver 
when seen through the prism of soft power and influence. The imbalance and destruction that 
it wrought in our region has also been substantial. The Trump Administration, which has been 
in Office for the past year and a half, is essentially the byproduct or outcome of past failures. 
As such, it has been sending various signals that attest to its desire to change the defunct 
policies behind those losses. The resistance that it is confronting, above and beyond 
campaigns of disparagement, has not been negligible. Although it may still be premature to 
accurately gauge its ultimate intentions and capabilities, we shall continue to work together 
with our partners, in accordance with our policy choice of active engagement and without any 
reservations and prejudgment, to prompt the current US Administration to rectify previous 
misguided polices in our region.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The events and developments that have unfolded in our region in general and in Ethiopia in 
particular in the recent period warrant appropriate attention. Needless to stress, it is the 
Ethiopian people ς forced as they were into adversarial ties of vertical polarization - who were 
the primary victims, and who have borne the main brunt, of the destructive policies of the 
¢t[C ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŀȅƳŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ƭƻǎǎΣ ǎǘŜƳƳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢t[CΩǎ 
ability to derail and frustrate the positive bilateral and regional all-rounded growth that could 
have been achieved through the complimentary resources and capabilities of the Ethiopian 
and Eritrean peoples. Twenty seven years is a long interval. The losses incurred and time 
wasted are thus huge in terms of this yardstick.  

But as the damage inculcated on the Ethiopian people became increasingly unbearable, it 
ǎǇǳǊǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ άŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ 
ǇǊŜŎƛǇƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢t[CΩǎ ǎƘŜƴŀƴƛƎŀƴǎΤ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǘƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άDŀƳŜ hǾŜǊέΦ 
Ethiopia is now at a turning point or transition. What is the destination? How will this be 
achieved? These are timely questions that must be raised. But although it will require time 
ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ¢t[CΩǎ ǘƻȄƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƭƛƎƴŀƴǘ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ about a congenial 
climate, the positive direction that has been set in motion is crystal clear. 
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The TPLF clique, and other vultures, are dumbfounded by the ongoing changes. And, as they 
know full well that their game has come to an end, they will not refrain from concocting 
various machinations to obstruct any change and to mollify their wayward appetite. One of 
the worn-out tricks that they will try to wield to prolong their dwindling power and to impede 
positive change is to work for the perpetuation of tension with Eritrea and to preserve the 
illicit sanctions. This is best illustrated by their ambivalent public pronouncements of 
άȅŜǎΧōǳǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀ ŘǳǊŀōƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜƭŜǎǎ 
border conflict that they unleashed in the first place without any justification. But their 
principal preoccupation and ill-will is to avert and frustrate any positive change in Ethiopia. 

As it is the case with Eritrea, the people of Ethiopia also relish peace and harmony with their 
neighbor. There is nothing novel in this fact. The positive signals issued in these past days can 
be seen as an expression of this popular choice. The complimetarity of both peoples and 
countries, their common bilateral interests and prosperity, are sacrosanct objectives to which 
we have toiled and paid sacrifices for two generations. As such, it remains a priority for which 
we will be actively engaged. For this reason, and outside myopic considerations of public 
relations stunts and advantages, we will send a delegation to Addis Abeba to gauge current 
developments directly and in depth as well as to chart out a plan for continuous future action. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Our assessments of global and regional realities and trends have significant impact on the 
policies we formulate; and especially on our domestic cohesion and power; and, the economic 
growth and prosperity of our country to which we attach paramount importance and priority. 
In this perspective, it is natural that we see our various sectoral developmental programmes 
in relation to our neighbours in general and with Ethiopia in particular. The precious sacrifices 
that we have paid both during the struggle for liberation and later to protect our sovereignty 
were driven by these objectives. Our commitment to advance these objectives now with great 
vigour is a tribute to our Martyrs. 

 

Glory to our heroic Martyrs! 

Victory to the Masses! 
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Ψ{ŜƭŀƳΩ ŀǘ [ŀǎǘΗ  
Eritrea and Ethiopia join in peace after two decades of hostilities  
 
Eritrea Profile, Vol. 25 No. 38, July 11, 2018  
 
Billion Temesghen  
 

After twenty years of conflict the Eritrean and Ethiopian people are now officially at peace as 
President Isaias Afwerki and Prime Minster Abiy Ahmed join hands in brotherhood. As such, Sunday, 
July the 8th, became a historic day for Eritrea and Ethiopia. The two countries agree to work together 
for peace and development.  
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ 9ǊƛǘǊŜŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴǘƘŜƳǎΣ ŜŎƘƻŜŘ 

from Asmara International Airport, Sunday 8th, at 9:00 AM.  
Prime Minister of the Federal Government of Ethiopia, Abiy Ahmed, arrived in Asmara at an invitation 

of President Isaias Afwerki. The senior Ethiopian delegation accompanying the Prime Minister was 
ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ aǎΦ aǳŦǘŜǊƛŀǘ YŀƳƛƭΣ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ tŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ aǎΦ YŜǊƛŀ LōǊŀƘƛƳΣ 
Speaker of the Ethiopian House of Federation, Werkneh Gebeyehu, Foreign Minister, and Mr. Haj 
Seyum, President of Afar Regional State  

When the Ethiopian plane landed, President Isaias greeted Dr. Abiy with a tight hug. Directing his 
Ethiopian counterpart while holding his hand, President Isaias, led Dr. Aōƛȅ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ 9ǊƛǘǊŜŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ 
delegation, religious leaders and invited guests.  

Once in their car, on their way out of the airport, President Isaias took notice of veteran Eritrean 
footballers and national sports starts, among which, Olympian Zeriesenay Tadesse and young 
international star cyclist Merhawi Kudus. The leaders stepped down to salute the sports men.  

Meanwhile, since early in the morning, communities from different parts of Asmara gathered in 
Semaetat Avenue and peacefully marched through Harinet Avenue and Bahti Meskerem Square 
shouting slogans of love both in Tigrigna and Amharic.  
 

 
 
hƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ǎƳŀǊŀ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 

people sprinted to stand on both sides of the avenues starting from the airport to the center of city. 
Citizens and foreigners of all ages flocked in the streets. It looked like nobody was left at home. But 
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not only homes, the churches as well must have been emptied. Clergies had decided to take Sunday 
mass out to the streets to honor the guests.  

The Eritrean people welcomed Dr. Abiy Ahmed and his message of peace, from the Ethiopian people, 
with utmost respect and sense of companionship. The Eritrean and Ethiopian flags were waving 
gloriously in the skies of Asmara. People wore shirts with pictures of both of the leaders and had their 
faces painted in the colors of the Ethiopian and Eritrean flag. Scarfs and head bandanas representing 
the flags were common too. Slogans of memorable catch phrases of both leaders, such aǎ άDŀƳŜ hǾŜǊέ 
ŀƴŘ ά[ƻǾŜ ²ƛƴǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǎƛŘŜŘΦ  
Eritrean mothers, as crafty as they are, were busy coming up with traditional folk songs and rejoicing, 
ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ LǘΩǎ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ Ŧƻƭƪ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŝvent. Some 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻƭƪ ǎƻƴƎǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ !ōƛȅ !ƘƳŜŘ ŀǎ άƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜέ ŀƴŘ Lǎŀƛŀǎ !ŦǿŜǊƪƛ ŀǎ άIǳō ƻŦ 
tŀǘƛŜƴŎŜέΦ  

The ride to the presidential palace, the final destination for the morning schedule, was slow as people 
were running after the motorcade. ThŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǊ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ Řƻǿƴ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
people to shake hands with the leaders who made a longstanding dream come true.  
9ǊƛǘǊŜŀΩǎ ǿŀǊ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊŎŀŘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 5ŜƴŘŜƴ 
/ŀƳǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ cheers reached the skies once the leaders bowed in respect.  
The motorcade approached, Fiat Tagliero, an architectural marvel, and the number of people coming 
to the streets r rose notably. Young and old, literally, run after the motorcade to the center of the city 
like children in a big playground.  
 

 
 
{ǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƘƛŘŀΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘǘŜŘǊŀƭŜΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ 

on both feet. The streets were crowded and the motorcade was plainly surrounded by people of all 
ages.  
!ǎƳŀǊŀΩǎ ƛŎƻƴΣ /ŀǘǘŜŘǊŀƭŜΣ ŎƘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƻǊŎŀŘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ 
colossal bells ringing, adding melody to the glorified roars of Eritreans. The flow was the same while 
the motorcade toured the city until it reached and entered the presidential palace.  
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Meanwhile, outside in the streets, the merriments continued with heightened spirit as the crowds 
danced and screamed in joy. Everyone was celebrating in different ways, tone and languages but one 
thing the hundreds of thousands of individuals had in common were tears of joy. People cried and 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘǳƎǎΦ  

I stepped out of the presidential palace to talk to people and conduct interviews with a special focus 
ƻƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŘŜŎŜƴǘ conversation. People pulled me in their hugs and dances, 
and for a while, I stopped being a journalist and celebrated the news of peace and the thought of being 
a free young Eritrean identically to fellow young Eritreans.  
A group of young men in their early thirties attracted a big crowd. These young men, members of the 
eighth round to Sawa, dressed to impress in suits and traditional clothes for the day. They had made 
ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ IŀǊƛƴŜǘ !ǾŜƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƴŀƪe it alive from 
the war. While they cried in a mix of painful memories, replaced by joy, they put their fallen martyr 
friends, comrades, to finally rest in peace.  

Streets were blocked. Cars and people roamed mindlessly through the city to the glory of peace till 
late in the afternoon. Happy would be too little of a word to explain the situation. It was actually a 
blissful euphoria that dominated Asmara. Simultaneously, all major cities and small towns of Eritrea 
were in the same state of jubilation. In Massawa and Assab, the Eri-Ethio flags, dashed from civilian 
boats through the waves of the Red Sea.  
In the afternoon, following a short break at Asmara Palace Hotel, the Ethiopian delegation made its 
way to the Presidential Palace. President Isaias offered, then, a spontaneous invitation to his house. 
He took the guests to his house where they caught his family in pajamas rejoicing in the typical Sunday 
family day afternoon coffee ceremony. Welcoming guests with what you have is a tradition Eritreans 
are known for.  
IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻǊƳΦ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ 

Eritrean ministers and the Ethiopian delegation to their humble family living room. Minister Askalu 
Menkerios made her way to the kitchen and helped with setting the table. While, the youngest, Dr. 
Abiy, handed snacks that traditionally are served side by side the coffee ceremony, typical, of Eritrean 
ŀƴŘ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ LǎŀƛŀǎΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ the 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ȅŀǊŘΣ ŘƻƻǊ ǎǘŜǇΣ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŀŎƪǎΦ  
Lƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ .ŜƭŜǎΣ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ 

destination was down the roads to Massawa right outside of Asmara.  
In the evening hours a state dinner was organized in honor of Dr. Abiy. The event was highlighted by 

fraternal speeches from the leaders directed at both the Eritrean and Ethiopian people. In his speech, 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ LǎŀƛŀǎΣ ŀǇǇƭŀǳŘŜŘ 5ǊΦ !ōƛȅΩs bravery in coming forth with peace, referring to the unrestrained 
and enthusiastic emotions of Eritreans out on the streets as the true meaning of what Eritrea is all 
ŀōƻǳǘΦ 5ǊΦ !ōƛȅΣ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ !ǎƳŀǊŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ !ŘŘƛǎ !ōŀōŀΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘƴess. He also 
expressed deep sorrow for the humanitarian damages the war brought upon Eritrean families.  

That night, bars and clubs of Asmara were packed more than ever. Countless partiers paused their 
parties for a while and cheered Dr. Abiy on his way to his hotel after the state dinner. He was greeted, 
once more, in the morning, as the motorcade headed to Denden State Hall.  

On July 9th, the people of Asmara held their breath as Ethiopia and Eritrea signed a joint declaration 
of peace and friendship. The two countries agreed to sail towards development, peace and stability at 
regional level. Moreover, according to the joint agreement, diplomatic relations are to be restored 
between the two countries as trade, communication and transport will resume and embassies will be 
opened.  

President Isaias Afwerki and Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed discussed issues of collaboration, 
regional stability and harmony as well as economic advancements. The leaders also shared visions to 
the interest of the Eritrean and Ethiopian youth in their academic and professional endeavors.  
After an intense welcoming ceremony and a cherished sojourn Prime Minister Dr. Abiy left for Addis 
Ababa at midday July 9th. President Isaias Aforki, higher officials and religious leaders saw the Prime 
Minister and his delegation off.  
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The past couple of days were genuinely emotional to the people of Eritrea. A huge burden has been 
ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŜȅŜǎ 
past feelings of hatred or resentments.  

On the same day, telephone lines between Ethiopia and Eritrea were opened. Families in both sides 
made the lines busy for the first time in more than twenty years. But new friendships were being made 
ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ōƻǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΧ L ǿŀǎ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǊŀƴƎ 
out of my expectation. I picked the phone to hear a group of people screaming merriments in Amharic. 
I roughly understood their greetings, but still, replied in my language. We were using the little we know 
of our respective languages to say peace ςselam and love you. And just like me, many more Eritreans 
have been getting random calls from Ethiopian people and vice-versa.  

Eritreans have been referring to this day as the second 24th of May. Congratulations to us all. 

Patience and resilience pays off greatly. 
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Joint Declaration of Peace and Friendship between Eritrea and 
Ethiopia  
 
July 9, 2018 

 

 

Conscious that the peoples of Ethiopia and Eritrea share close bonds of geography, history, culture, 
language and religion as well as fundamental common interests; 

Recognizing that over the past decades, they were denied the opportunity to build a bright future for 
their peoples on the basis of their common heritage; 

Determined to close this very costly chapter, which also had a detrimental role in the Horn of Africa, 
and to make up for lost opportunities and create even bigger golden opportunities for their peoples; 

The governments of Ethiopia and Eritrea have reached the following joint agreement which reflects 
the desires and aspirations of their peoples: 

1. The state of war between Ethiopia and Eritrea has come to an end. A new era of peace and friendship 
has been opened. 



 
18 

 

2. The two governments will endeavor to forge intimate political, economic, social, cultural and 
security cooperation that serves and advances the vital interests of their peoples; 

3. Transport, trade and communications links between the two countries will resume; diplomatic ties 
and activities will restart; 

4. The decision on the boundary between the two countries will be implemented. 

5. Both countries will jointly endeavor to ensure regional peace, development and cooperation. 

Both governments express their gratitude to all friends of Eritrea and Ethiopia and call on them to 
redouble their solidarity and support. 

 
 
Done in Asmara, July 9, 2018 

For the State of Eritrea                   For the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

President Isaias Afwerki                      Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali 
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ά¸Ŝǎ tŜŀŎŜΣ bƻ ²ŀǊΦέ  
 
Eritrea Profile, Vol. 25 No. 38, July 11, 2018  

 
Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion  
 

A famous and often-ŎƛǘŜŘ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŀǊƻƭŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜΣ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ ά ! 
ǿŜŜƪ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦέ  

 

LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ 
After years of stalemate and tension between Eritrea and Ethiopia, things are certainly happening and 
moving rapidly. On Sunday July 8, 2018, Ethiopian Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed, accompanied by a 
small Ethiopian delegation arrived in Asmara, Eritrea, where they were warmly welcomed at Asmara 
International Airport by the Eritrean President, H.E. Isaias Afwerki, alongside high-level government 
officials and ministers, as well as religious and other representatives. As PM Abiy Ahmed, who took 
office in April, disembarked from the plane, the two leaders smiled and warmly embraced on the red 
carpet. Soon after, the two leaders, surrounded by a large military band, stood side-by-side as the flags 
of both Eritrea and Eritrea were raised and their respective national anthems were played. The leaders 
then traveled across the capital in a large motorcade. Across Asmara, shops were closed, and the 
streets, overflowing with citizens, were filled with excitement and joy, as Eritreans came out in their 
tens of thousands to show their unreserved support for the ongoing initiatives toward peace between 
Eritrea and Ethiopia.  

 

 
 
9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀƴ ta !ōƛȅ !ƘƳŜŘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǊƛǘǊŜŀƴ ŎŀǇƛǘal for peace talks marks just the latest step in a 

recent series of significant positive developments between the two countries. Weeks ago, Ethiopia 
announced that it would abide by the Algiers Agreement and Eritrea Ethiopia Boundary Commission 
(EEBC) boundary decision. The EEBC, formed in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Algiers 
Peace Agreement of 2000 and composed of five prominent and highly respected lawyers, unanimously 
delivered its final and binding delimitation and demarcation decisions in April 2002 and November 
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2007, respectively. While Eritrea fully accepted the decision, hoping that the final determination of the 
border would open doors for lasting peace and development between the two countries and the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΣ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩs position has continually shifted, with it effectively refusing to accept the 
2002 ruling of the UN-backed boundary commission and continuing to occupy Eritrean territories. 
!ŦǘŜǊ ta !ōƛȅ !ƘƳŜŘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 99./ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ƻƴ Wǳƴe 26, 2018, a high-
level Eritrean delegation, including Presidential Adviser Mr. Yemane Gebreab and Foreign Minister H.E. 
Osman Saleh, travelled to Addis Ababa, the first time in more than two decades that a top-level 
delegation from Asmara had visited Ethiopia. During the historic visit, the delegation delivered a 
message from President Isaias Afwerki to Ethiopian PM Abiy Ahmed, and also held extensive 
discussions with the PM and other senior Ethiopian officials on current relations and the prospect of 
ties between the two countries.  
 

Also on Sunday, in several towns throughout southern Eritrea, near Ethiopia, such as Adi Keih, 
Senafe, Adi Quala, Mai Mne, and Tsorona, throngs of Eritreans gathered to demonstrate their support 
for peace with Ethiopia. Large Eritrean and Ethiopian flags were held aloft proudly, colorful banners 
ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ άǇŜŀŎŜέ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀǾŜŘΣ ōƻǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜŘ ŎƘŜŜǊŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǎƘŜŘ 
ǘŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻƎŀƴ ά¸Ŝǎ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ƴƻ ǿŀǊΗέ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǳŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘƭȅ ŎƘŀƴǘŜŘΦ  

 
As an African and an Eritrean, it is quite difficult not to be touched or moved by this momentous 
ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŜƛƎƘǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƻƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΦ !ǎ Ǉǳǘ ōȅ ¸ƻǳƴƎ όмффсύΣ άLŦ ǿŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
hour of African independence...we may summon from remote corners of our collective memory, 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘέ ό¸ƻǳƴƎ мффсΥ нύΦ CƻǊ ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
continent, our countries have been synonymous with conflict and war. We have often acted like crabs 
in a bucket, pulling each other down and ensuring our collective demise, rather than working 
cooperatively to raise ourselves up collectively. In few areas of the continent has this mentality been 
more tragically apparent than the Horn of Africa, where relations between the various countries have 
been characterized by stalemate, bitter rivalry, antagonism, tension, and conflict.  
 

While these are still early days, and despite the fact that certain (albeit small) elements within 
Ethiopia appear to be set against the ongoing developments toward peace, the signs are highly 
promising and very encouraging. Both countries are faced with a number of significant challenges, and 
thus an end to the costly ς and largely unnecessary ς conflict and tensions will allow the two to better 
focus their attention on addressing their various and considerable challenges (as I have discussed in 
prior articles). With peace and stability, vital human and fiscal resources can be used to combat 
poverty, improve education and human capital, or promote development, rather than having to be 
diverted toward defense and national security.  
 

Observing the ongoing developments, it is also important not to overlook what peace will mean for 
the young peoples of the two countries. Although Eritrea and Ethiopia are dramatically different in 
terms of the size of their respective populations (approximately 4.5 million in the former, and 100 
million in the latter), both have very young populations. Peace between Eritrea and Ethiopia can 
present the youth of both countries with a renewed sense of optimism and hope. They can both look 
ahead to the future with great excitement and enthusiasm, instead of being weighed down or greatly 
burdened by a dark past.  

 

As a final point, it is notable and quite interesting that the ongoing peace initiatives between Eritrea 

and Ethiopia are largely being led and carried out by Eritreans and Ethiopians themselves. Of course, 

while the support and commitment of the international community and various other partners is vital, 

tangible solutions have to involve and be led by local actors. Simply, if you formulate your own 

solutions to your problems, you have every reason and incentive to see them work. Historically, 
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external or ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ǾƛŀōƭŜ ƛƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ άƛƳǇƻǊǘŜŘέ ƻǊ 

άŘƛŎǘŀǘŜŘέ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎΦ ¦ƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ 

by τ and involved in τ conflict must own and identify with the responses and solutions to it. 

 
 
Eritrea and Ethiopia: Recap and Brief Commentary on Recent 
Developments 
 
Eritrea Profile, Vol. 25 No. 39; July 14, 2018  

 
Dr. Fikrejesus Amahazion  

 

The following is a brief recap and commentary on the recent massive and rapid developments toward 

peace between Eritrea and Ethiopia.  

 

 

 

1. These are truly momentous and exciting times. On Friday July 13th, H.E. President Afwerki gave a 

keynote address to the latest round of youth graduating from the Warsay Yikealo Secondary School, 

located in Sawa, where he announced that he will lead a delegation and pay official visit to Ethiopia on 

July 14thΦ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΣ 9ǊƛǘǊŜŀΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ¸ŜƳŀƴŜ DŜōǊŜƳŜǎƪŜƭΣ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ άǘƘŜ 

visit will cement further [and] add momentum to the joint march for peace and cooperation set in 

Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ōƻǘƘ ώtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Lǎŀƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǘƘƛƻǇƛŀΩǎ ta 5ǊΦ !ōƛȅ !ƘƳŜŘϐΦέ !ƭǎƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΣ 


